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9terrorists involved insuicide
attack on security forcesarrested

Peshawar, Dec 21 (PTI):

Pakistani police on
Thursday arrested nine
terrorists, including the
mastermind and seven fa-
cilitators, involved in one
of the worst terror attacks
targeting security forces
in recent years that killed
23 soldiers in the restive
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province, authorities said.

Six terrorists linked to
Tehrik-e-Jihad Pakistan
(TJP), a newly formed mil-
itant group that is an affil-
iate of the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), rammed
an explosive-laden truck
into the security post in
Dera Ismail Khan in the

Volunteers pre

South Waziristan tribal
district in  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK)
province on December 12,
killing 23 soldiers.

The nine terrorists were
arrested by the Counter-
Terrorism Department
(CTD), a wing of the KPK
Police. The mastermind
involved in the terror at-
tack belongs to the
Daraban area of Dera
Ismail Khan while six ter-
rorists involved in the at-
tack hail from
Afghanistan, officials
said. Hasan alias Shakir,
the terrorist who carried
out the suicide attack, be-
longs to Afghanistan and
released a video before the
attack. The national iden-

| FOODS TO QUAKE VICTIMS |

tity card and domicile of
the other suicide bomber,
Sifat Ullah Marwat, killed
in the attack also estab-
lished that the attacker be-
longed to Afghanistan,
they said.

The father of the sui-
cide bomber Sifat Ullah
has confirmed his son's
connection with the
Islamic  Emirate of
Afghanistan (Taliban-led
Afghan government), they
added.

According to the docu-
ments, five terrorists of
the outlawed Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
Gandapur group were also
embroiled in this attack.
US-made weapons and
ammunition were recov-

ered as well from the ter-
rorists' possession.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations,
the media wing of the
army, 23 Pakistan Army
soldiers were Kkilled while
all six terrorists were "ef-
fectively engaged and sent
tohell."

On the same day,
Pakistan summoned
Afghan Charg d'Affaires
in Islamabad and deliv-
ered a strong demarche to
the interim Taliban gov-
ernment in the context of

the deadly attack.
Pakistan later asked
Afghanistan's Taliban

government to hand over
those involved in the dead-
ly attack on the army post.

ring foods to quake victims at a temporary settlement in Chenjiacun
village in Jishishan county in northwest China's Gansu province. Hundreds of tempo-
rary housing units were being set up in northwest China on Thursday for survivors of
an earthquake, according to state media reports.

Indian national jailed in
Singapore for reckless driving

Singapore, Dec 21 (PTI):

A 40-year-old Indian na-
tional in Singapore has
been sentenced to 10
months in jail for reckless-
ly driving a lorry and
causing the death of an
elderly woman, a media re-
port said on Thursday.

Sivalingam Suresh on
Wednesday pleaded guilty
to one charge of driving a
lorry without due care and
attention and hitting a 79-
year-old Chinese-origin
woman who was walking
across a zebra crossing in
Singapore in February
this year, The Straits
Times newspaper report-
ed.

He carelessly drove the
vehicle and hit the woman
following which she suf-
fered a head injury and
died on the same day, the
court was informed.
Following the sentencing,
Suresh, who has a history
of errant driving, will also
be disqualified from hold-
ing or obtaining all classes

of driving licences for
eight years after his re-
lease. Deputy Public
Prosecutor Benedict
Teong said Suresh failed to
notice the woman as he ap-
proached a zebra crossing
alongside Ngee Ann
Primary School, colliding
with her.

There was no evidence
to suggest that the possible
mechanical failure of the
lorry could have caused or
contributed to the acci-
dent, the prosecutor said.

DPP Teong asked the
court to sentence Suresh
to 10 to 11 months in jail
and impose a driving ban
of eight years. He cited
Suresh's history of driving
offences, which included
inconsiderate driving and
failure to conform to a red
light.

For causing death by
driving a vehicle without
due care and attention,
Suresh could have been
jailed for up to three years
and fined up to 10,000
Singapore dollars.

EU countries agree on compromise
for overhaul of bloc’s fiscal rules

Brussels, Dec 21 (AP):

European Union finance
ministers on Wednesday
sealed a deal to reform the
27-nation bloc's fiscal rules
after France and Germany
finally adhered to a com-
promise.

EU countries had been
negotiating for months a
reform of the bloc's fiscal
rules limiting debt and
deficits for member states,
known as the Stability and
Growth Pact.

The rulebook, which
has often proved difficult
to enforce and has served
as a source of tension, was
suspended during the
COVID-19 pandemic but
should be reactivated next
year. "Once this agreement
is formalised into a gener-
al approach, which should
happen very soon, negotia-
tions can begin with the
European Parliament so
that EU Member States
have clarity and pre-
dictability on their fiscal
policies for the years
ahead.," said Valdis

Dombrovskis, a European
Commission executive
vice president.

The deal was announced
a day after France and
Germany reached an
agreement on the compro-
mise put forward by
Spain, which currently
holds the rotating presi-
dency of the Council of
the EU. The two economic
powerhouses had long re-
mained at odds on how to
support investment when
budget deficits exceed the
limits set by the EU.

"(A) historic agree-
ment," France's Finance
Minister Bruno Le Maire
wrote on X, formerly
Twitter. "After two years of
intense negotiations, we
have new European budg-
et rules!"

Key targets from the old
Stability and Growth Pact
will remain. Under cur-
rent rules, countries must
aim to keep their govern-
ment deficit below 3% of
gross domestic product,
and their public debt
below 60% of GDP.
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