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Rainy spell over, temperatures set to rise again from today

The rainy spell over in the State, the temperatures are set to rise again especially in the
plains. The State meteorological centre has forecast that dry weather is likely to prevail

in all districts of the State on Wednesday. The provisional State capital Dehradun is forecast
to witness a mainly clear to
partly cloudy sky. The maxi-
mum and minimum temper-
atures are likely to be about
38 degrees Celsius and 22 de-
grees Celsius respectively in
Dehradun today.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures recorded
in various parts of the State
on Tuesday were 37.4 degrees
Celsius and 21.2 degrees Cel-
sius respectively in
Dehradun, 37.8 degrees Cel-
sius and 22.8 degrees Celsius
in Pantnagar, 25.7 degrees
Celsius and 11.9 degrees Cel-
sius in Mukteshwar and 26.4
degrees Celsius and 14 de-
grees Celsius in New Tehri.
Significant rain was not re-
ported in any part of the State
on Tuesday.

Acharyakulam records 100 %
pass rate in CBSE exams
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Congress supports slum dwellers,
claims to approach HC against MCD

The Municipal Corporation
of Dehradun (MCD) will

form a committee on May 16
to analyse the objections re-
ceived from slum dwellers re-
siding on the riverbed of the
Rispana river. The corporation
has received only about 20 to
30 objections from slum
dwellers out of 89 notices is-
sued so far in the first phase.
The recipients of these notices
can submit objections till
Wednesday evening, the
Dehradun municipal commis-
sioner Gaurav Kumar said.
The corporation formed a task
force to conduct a survey to re-
move encroachments on the
riverbed of the Rispana and
Bindal rivers as per the orders
of the National Green Tribunal
(NGT). In the first phase, the
teams identified 525 encroach-
ments in 129 slums alongside
the Rispana river that were set
up after 2016. The MCD team
found after the analysis of the
collected data that out of 525
identified encroachments,
over 400 structures were
formed on MDDA's land, 12
on Mussoorie municipality’s
land and 89 encroachments on
MCD’s land. The MCD issued

notices to these 89 encroach-
ments on May 8 and contacted
MDDA and Mussoorie mu-
nicipality to take action ac-
cordingly at their level. The
commissioner said that the
committee will be formed to
analyse all the objections
raised by slum dwellers.
“Many have been claiming that
they do have genuine docu-
ments that show their houses
were built before 2016. If the
committee finds their claims
valid, action will be taken ac-
cordingly. It has also come to
light that many people just
constructed houses on en-
croached land and sold them
for profit. The committee will
check such cases as well,” he
said. The NGT in a hearing on
Monday had also asked the
corporation to demarcate the
floodplain zones in the city.
Kumar said that the Irriga-
tion department was made
aware of the order who are
expected to start work in
the next few days. “What
else we need to do in the
matter will be cleared once
NGT issues its written
order,” he added.

Authorities on high alert
after Pantnagar airport
receives bomb threat
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Congress leader and for-
mer MLA Rajkumar al-

leged that the Municipal
Corporation of Dehradun
(MCD) is only targeting the
houses of poor people in the
name of removing en-
croachments while nothing
is being done against big
commercial establishments
constructed along the rivers
in the city against the rules.
He said that the Congress
will go to the High Court
against this decision. The
MLA along with some slum
dwellers staged a protest
outside the office of the
Dehradun municipal com-
missioner Gaurav Kumar on
Tuesday. Stating that they
are also against encroach-
ments he questioned how is
it justified to demolish the
homes of people who have
been living on the riverbed

of the Rispana river for
decades. “What were the au-
thorities doing when people
constructed their homes
there? Their children live
there. Where will they
take them and live? Why
has no such notice been
served to commercial es-
tablishments built near
rivers across the city?
Why are only the poor
and underprivileged
people being targeted?
This thing happens every
time just ahead of the
election of civic bodies in
the State. These poor
people should not be
used for petty politics,”
Rajkumar said. He also
said that Congress will
not accept this injustice
to the slum dwellers and
will go to the High Court
against the corporation’s

decision to demolish en-
croachments.

MCD to form committee
to analyse objections
raised by slum dwellers

The authorities on Tuesday
placed Pantnagar airport

in Udham Singh Nagar  dis-
trict on high alert following a
bomb threat received by
email. The airport security as
well as the police stepped up
security measures soon after
receiving the threat, the super-
intendent of police of Rudra-
pur Manoj Katyal told The
Pioneer. Since similar threats
were recently made against
schools in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh, this threat also esca-
lated concerns among airport
authorities and the police. The
SP said that the authorities
have been conducting rigor-

ous checks at the airport and
the nearby areas since they re-
ceived the information about
the bomb threat. The vehicles
were also being parked out-
side the premises for safety
reasons. The police along with
the departments concerned
conducted all checks to detect
any possible bomb. The senior
superintendent of police of
Udham Singh Nagar Manju-
nath TC also visited the air-
port after getting information
about the bomb threat. He
said that the airport adminis-
tration has also taken compre-
hensive measures to ensure
the safety of passengers and

staff. The airport administra-
tion also mobilised security
personnel to conduct thor-
ough checks on all individuals
entering the airport. They also
requested additional forces
from the district administra-
tion to strengthen security.
The police also deployed addi-
tional personnel at the airport
for security purposes. The SP
said that all necessary precau-
tions were taken to manage
the threat and maintain the
airport's operations without
compromising on safety. Po-
lice are vigilant and investigat-
ing the threat, he added.
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The Acharyakulam resi-
dential school in Harid-

war has achieved 100 per
cent pass rate in the high
school and intermediate ex-
aminations under Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE).  In the high
school exam this year,
Bhumi stood first with 97.80
per cent, followed by Ab-
hishubh Raj with 97.40 per
cent and Arjun with 97.20
per cent. All the 101 stu-
dents passed the exam. Be-
sides, nine students
obtained A-1 grades in all

five subjects while 34 stu-
dents scored 100 marks in
various subjects. Ten stu-
dents scored more than 95
per cent.

This year, the average
marks obtained in the Sci-
ence, Humanities and Com-
merce categories of
Intermediate were 84.33,
91.45 and 86.60 respectively.
While seven students ob-
tained A-1 grade in all five
subjects, 29 students scored
cent per cent in various sub-
jects.

STF busts fake call centre in Haridwar
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The Uttarakhand Special
Task Force (STF) busted a

fake call centre in Haridwar
from where people across the
country were duped under the
pretext of selling credit cards.
The accused was arrested
under the STF’s new cam-
paign "Will not let Uttarak-
hand become Jamtara" as
Jamtara in Jharkhand is con-
sidered to be the country’s
cyber crime hotspot. Since
STF has recently arrested sev-
eral such groups across the
State that were duping people
across the country, it started a
campaign to nab all such
groups that can potentially
turn cities here into a cyber
crime hotspot. The senior su-
perintendent of police of STF
Ayush Agrawal said that the
STF received a tip-off that a
gang is active in the SIIDCUL
area of Haridwar that has been

duping people across the
country under the pretext of
selling credit cards. The gang
is reportedly involved in at
least 22 cyber fraud cases all
across the country. The SSP
said that the STF team raided
a house in Ramnagar colony
under the SIIDCUL police
station area late on Monday
and found only one person
named Vipin Pal (26) on the
spot. The team also recovered
six mobile phones, four empty
mobile phone boxes, one
computer, 14 debit cards,
three registers and one cheque
book of ICICI bank, among
other items. The STF regis-
tered a case against the ac-
cused and his gang under
section 419, 420, 120 (B) of
the Indian Penal Code and
section 66C, 66D of the Infor-
mation Technology Act at the
SIIDCUL police station.

Agrawal said that Pal told dur-
ing interrogation that he is
10th pass and has been duping
people for the past several
years by making calls through
mobile in the name of provid-
ing credit cards, insurance and
various loans. Several other
people are involved with him
in the crime who also sold
him the contact details of the
victims. He had also hired
some women to make calls to
potential victims across the
country. The police have
found a transaction of over Rs
70 lakh in his account. The
SSP said that the gang mem-
bers used to send a link to the
victims in the name of helping
them get credit cards and once
they clicked on it, they got ac-
cess to their whole data. The
STF is working on arresting
other gang members, he
added.

NMC approves three seats for DM in car-
diology & critical care medicine at SRHU

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has

approved three seats each for
DM in Cardiology and DM
in Critical Care Medicine at
the Himalayan Institute of
Medical Sciences (HIMS) at
Swami Rama Himalayan
University (SRHU). The
principal of SRHU Ashok
Deorari stated that the NMC
team sought a report on the
available facilities at the col-
lege and hospital. Based on
the report, the NMC has ap-
proved three seats each for
DM in Cardiology and DM

in Critical Care Medicine in
the PG (MD) course. Addi-
tionally, permission has been
granted to increase four seats
in MD in Anesthesiology.
Deorari emphasised the im-
portance of critical service in
any hospital and highlighted
the shortage of specialists in
critical and super specialty
healthcare across the coun-
try. He said that with the
NMC's approval, the total PG
seats at HIMS have now in-
creased from 123 to 127, and
the super specialty course
seats have increased from 12

to 18. The Medical Assess-
ment and Rating Board had
set stringent standards, in-
cluding department-specific
clinical materials, compli-
ance reports, availability of
blood components, func-
tional essential equipment,
number of units, number of
beds in the department
and faculty numbers,
he said. Students can
gain admission to these
seats only after NEET-
PG centralised coun-
selling, Deorari added.

RBI allots RTGS to Uttarak-
hand Cooperative Bank
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In an important step the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
allotted Real Time Gross Settlement (RTGS) to 15

branches of Uttarakhand State Cooperative Bank. These
banks have started operating with the facility which is pro-
vided after strict scrutiny by the RBI. Maintaining less than
five per cent Non Performing Assets (NPA) is also an im-
portant eligibility criterion for the RTGS facility. Expressing
happiness, the Cooperation minister Dhan Singh Rawat said
that the online banking service being strengthened is a pos-
itive development which will benefit both the banks and cus-
tomers. He said that in absence of RTGS, the cooperative
banks of the State used to work under RTGS of some private
banks and for it they had to keep Rs 100 crore in the current
account of the private bank. The cooperative banks will now
keep this money with them and will earn interest by invest-
ing it. The minister said that soon RTGS for the district co-
operative banks will also be sought and till then these banks
will be sub members of the RTGS of the State cooperative
banks. He said that with regular monitoring the State Co-
operative Bank has been successful in bringing down the
NPA to less than five percent which played a key role in
awarding RTGS. The cooperative banks also started a cam-
paign for NPA collection which was successful. The gross
NPA of State Cooperative Bank and 10 district cooperative
banks was Rs 603 crore on March 31, 2023 which on March
31, 2024 was reduced to Rs 538 crore. The net NPA of the
banks on March 31 last year was Rs 221 crore which was Rs
156 crore on March 31 this year. The minister said that the
State government has taken many initiatives to strengthen
the cooperative banks which has made them more compet-
itive and equivalent to the nationalised banks.

Speeding & mobile phone use fuelling road accidents: Sanjay  
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The increased number of
road accidents can be at-

tributed to overspeeding and
using mobile phones while
driving, orthopaedic surgeon
and Padma Shri recipient Dr
BKS Sanjay said. Addressing
the media at the Press Club on
Tuesday, he said that to raise
public awareness on the rising
number of road accidents, he
and the SHEWA have organ-
ised a week-long series of pub-
lic awareness lectures to mark
the eighth UN Global Road
Safety Week from May 10 to
14 in Dehradun. He empha-
sised that WHO reports re-
vealed that nearly five lakh
accidents occur every year, re-
sulting in nearly 1.5 lakh fatal-

ities. The frequency of acci-
dents grows along with the na-
tion's population and the
number of vehicles. Accord-
ing to data from the Transport
department, India has only
one per cent of the world's ve-
hicles but accounts for 11 per
cent of the world's accidents.
Road traffic accidents have be-
come an epidemic in our
country, he added. Dr Sanjay
emphasised that 90 per cent of
these accidents are caused by
drivers' negligence and that
they can and should be pre-
vented. Additionally, he
stressed on the importance of
wearing helmets to mitigate
the impact of road accidents.
Orthopaedic surgeon Dr Gau-

rav Sanjay stated that the
major causes of road traffic ac-
cidents are overspeeding,
drinking and driving, using
mobile phones, sleep depriva-
tion and driver fatigue. He
said that human resources are
the greatest resource on Earth
and suggested that 20 per cent
of fatalities in accidents in-
volving two-wheelers and 20
per cent in accidents involving
four-wheelers can be pre-
vented simply by wearing hel-
mets and seat belts
respectively. He appealed to
the public to learn and follow
traffic rules and also urged the
government to educate and
enforce these rules.
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